JRUSES CANAL
{OVER RAPIDS

B Foivess Men Tnspect the
[ finge Navigation Proj-

" ect Just Finished.'

a’%

4 Representative men from
k Island, Moline and
Ml Davenport to the number of
‘B 300 yesterday approved the
Jl leClaire  canal  project;
| E ‘more, they waxed enthus-
‘B fdastic over the gigantic engi-
§ mering achievement and
the advantages of water
gavigation it offers. .
The inspection of the
42,600,000 project was made
the occasion for the formal
4 ning of the canal. Four
mta——the LeClaire, Ruth,
'@ Grace and Louise—formed
i the flotilla that left the Mo-
dine locks at 1 oclock in the
‘afternoon with the party of
| fri-city waterways boosters
'§l on board.
* The business men, who were
guests of Major Beverly C. Dunn,
ghiet of Rock Island district, U. S,
Engineers, saw the completion of
“8 colossal work which was contem-
pated as fur back as 1836, a
york which eliminates what Rob-
#rl E. Lee, after making the first
extensive survey of the upper river
in 1836, reported was ope of the
two principal obstructions in the

development of waterway trans-
riation befween St. Louls and

L. Paul.

(eneral Lee referred to the Rock

Jsland repids, which, with the com-

pletion of the canal, are no longer

2 menace to navigation. The other

2 ?dpﬂl obstruction mentioned by
v

in the vreport of his survey
the Des Moines rapids which
e been mastered by the con-
firuction of the dam at Keokuk.
Major Dunn in the introductory
falk, noted briefly the history of
the cngineering work over the
W -mile stretch and gave account
of the expenditures,

M. ;. Barnes, chief engineer of
the wuterways department of Illi-
mois, brought greetings from the
#tate administration at Springfield;
be elzborated on the possibilities
of waterway (transportation and
made prediction of extensive wat-
srway development in the next
three or four years. He told of the
work that has been accomplished
on 1llinois river toward linking the
Missiesippi river system and the
Minois river with Lake Michigan,
suggesting that the Hennepin canal,
which he said now begins nowhere
8 B wd ends in a swamp would be
wilized as a link in the deep wat-
srways chain connecting Chicago
with the middle west.

Mr. Barnes blamed the people of
lllincis, lowa and other northern
states for the delay in the develop-
ment of upper river navigation.

“Your congresaman,” he said,
"will do what he is asked to do. No
®more, The congressman fears
eriticism. He knows that If he
‘should go a little too far some
mall town newspaper editor will

' (Continued on Page Twelve.)

CANADA WHEAT
SCORES REGORD

Biggest Yield Since 1915 T Eatl
mated Issmed by DomMnioa Bu-
rean of Statisties.

Ottawa, Ont, Nov. 30.—The
¢st iotal wheat yield im Can-
Ma since 1915 is the estimate of
Ibe 1922 crop issued by the Domin-
¥ bureau of statistics. The esti-
®ate places the total wheat hary-
[l ™st at 391,425,000 bushels, an av-
[ "age yield of 17% busbhels from
! 693 acres. The yield per
Kre this year is higher thau any
Mar since 1915, Last year's final
Slimate of the total yield was

(Al M,858,100 bushels from 23,261,334
§§ ™, an average of 13 bushels per

MINE CONCERN
70 BUILD TOWN

PAUL GUCKERT.

Known“to river men along the
upper Mississippl as a veleran of
30 years' experience, Paul Guckert,
formerly in charge of the Milan
boatyard, is the LeClaire canal
lockmaster under whose direction
the massive gates will be opercted
as steamers and other craft enter
the chamber,

From his place in the power
house he will press the button
which sends the electric power
over a cable, starting the machin-
ery by means of which pilots nav-
igating the river may avoid the
passage through the Rock 1slamd
rapids through the lock.

A modern home has been bailt
for the lockmaster, and he will be
in charge of the lock site and its
equipment day and night. It is but
a step or two from his residence
to the power house and to the com-
modious home erecled for his two

assistants, -

Visitors will find Mr. Guckert
well . informed upon every river
topic. He occuples his pressnt po-
gition for that reason, and the U.S.
engineers will tell you that the
lockmaster Is the right man in the
right place. :

In addition to having the over-
sight of the Milan bpatyard, Mr.
Guckert in times past has been en-

ed in work at the Rock Island
rapids, the Rock river pool, and
held a river job below Burlington.
His location at the big lock is di-
rectly acroes from Hampton, where
he was born, and it is admitted
that Mr. Guckert likes to be near
his early habitat. ’

He can tell yon epme good fich
stories if he will, for when he was
a barefooted Ilad he used to caich
‘em by the bundredsin a pool which
formerly stood close to the present
lock sits.

FREE SEARS OF
MURDER CHARGE

Slayer of Striking Shopman Aoquit-
ted by Jury at Leon, Ia.; Shoot-
ing Held Justliable.

Leon, Iowa, Nov. 30.—The jury in
the case of J. R Sears returned a
verdict of not guilty at midnight
after & closed session of six hours.

Sears was charged with the mur-
der in the second degree of C. R.
Blodgett, striking shopman, when
Blodgett, with a companion, tres-
passed om the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy train yands at (‘.uﬁ:,
s i e
i the = e
nssam fired on Blodgett, severely
wounding him, and causing his
death a few days later.

Sears had shot Blodgett without
warning. Attorneys for the defense
declared that the shooting of Blodg-
ett was justified becauss he was
trespassing in violation of the fed-
eral injunction.

yesterdsy,

OILEXPOSE
HELD BASIS
SMITH CASE

Blakemore Produces Copy
of Letter Written to
Geneseo Citizen.

Renewing his denial of any
attempt to figure in an al-
leged blackmail scheme
against George'R. Smith of
Geneseo, Herbert D. Blake-
more, Rock Island attorney,
today produceq a copy of
the letter which'is said to be
the pivot point in the sensa-
tional charges. -
8mith, wha: conferred with Chi
Investigator H. 8. Mosher yester-
day, named Blakemore as the author
of a letter to him demanding $7.200
1o gircumvent the publishing of an
article in the Rock Island News.
According to Mr. Mosher, Smith's
account of the case savored strongly
of blackmail, and the Geneseo man
was instrocted to return fo Rock
Island with the evidence.
Blakemore declareg that the let-
ter contained moi the slightest ref-
erence to u money settlement, but
that in reality was a notice served
upon Smith and H. E, Haley, who
with Smith was one of the promp-
teras of the Texas-Eureka 0il com-
pany, that an article attacking the
Texas-Eureka company and the
Grayson Oil company as (nvest-
ments would be printed in the News
on a certain date, and If there
were any imperfections in the
charges against the two oil con-
cerns it was up to Smith and Haley
to call attention to alleged misrep-
resentation,
According to Blakemore, the let-
ter in question read as follows:
*“G. R. Smith, Geneseo, IIL
“H. E. Haley, Chieago, 111,
*I am enclosing 1o each of you a
story which will appear in the is-
sue of the Rock Island News on
Oct. 4. As I am not particular
about concealing the fact that 1 am
the huthor of it, 1 am very arkious
that the story of the facts are above
accusation. For this reason I am
enclosing a copy to each cf you and
if I have stated anything in the ar-
ticle which is not true, 'I will
gladly make the correction, if it ac-
cords with my knowledge of the
facts, before it goes into the paper.”
'This letter, according to Blake-
more, was dated Sept. 22, 1919, and
after an exhaustive examiration of
Lis entire correspomndence he de-
clares that it ix the only communi-
cation he had with Smith which
possibly could be the lelter in
question,
“Of course I said the article
would appear in the News on a cer-
tain date,” rays Blakemore, “but I
really was not certain as to that.
In fact I did not really know the
article would receive attention, but
my object in atiacking the Texas-
Eurcka and the Grayson compan-
ies was merely to warn my [riends
against an !uvestment which I
considered dangerous.

Ne Reply to Letter.
*1 sent the article to Dan Drost,
who was then paoblisher of the
News, by my son. [ did not receive
a reply to my letter from either
8mith or Haley, but as a matter
of fact I saw both men personally
in Moline a week later, and I again
called their atlention to the article.
Two or three weeks later the story
appeared in the News. Drost in-
formed me that he received many
letters in appreciation of the arti-
cle, commending the writer for his
stand, and Drost asked me to write
some more. I did furnish two or
three more articles after that, all
on the subject of oil investment
Now, if my communication to Smith
in any way can be considered
blackmail, he's weloome to try.”
Smith could not be reached at his
home in Geneseo either yesterday
or today. This morning it was re-
ported that he was temporarily out
of the city. Whatever the atate or
federal authorities do in the matter
necessarily depends upon the ma-
teriality of the evidence which
Bmith told Investigator Mosher he

HARDING DINES

Washington, Nov. 30—Congress,
with the house having passed the
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Four-mile walerwany from Le-
Claire, Iowa, to Smith's island—
eliminating rapids which since
1836 have been one of the chiel ob-
structions to river traffic on the
upper Mississippi—was formally
opened yesterday afternoom after
eight years had been spent in comn-

structing canal and lock at cost of
$2,500,000, Major B. C. Dunn, hedd
of the Rock Island district, U. S.
engineers, and a party of 300 from
tricity civic organizsations, at-
tended the ceremonies incident to

the first operation of the lock
gates. The steamer LeClaire, led
a flotilla of four government boats
through the lock.

A longitudinal dike, 6.3 feet high,
extends from bejow LeClaire
roughly parallel to the Iowa shore,
a distamce of two miles. Half a
mile above the head of tpe island
this dike is raised to above the high
water mark and continued to the
isiand, " which then completes the
channel to the Iowa shore. A lift
lock and closing dam at lower end
of the island complete the project.

The lock . lies close to

S meacats

the Towa shore, 80 feet wide and
350 feet long, corresponding with
locks at Moline and Minneapolis.
The maximom lfft will be about six
feet. The gates are electrically
operated. The project is part of
the general river program to pro-
vide a 6-foot channe] from St. Paul
to St. Loais ;

- Rock excavation of 412000 cubic
yards was necessary and other ex-
cavation totalled 29,000 yards. Con-
crele in the lock is about 18,000
yards and steel in the lock weighs
418,000 pounds, Approaches are to
be 300 feet ride.

HARD FIGHT
ON SUBSIDY
BILL AHEAD

Senate Filibuster May
Bring About Defeat
of Measure.

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.
{Copyright, 1922, by The Argus.)
Washington, D, C., Nov, 30.—The

merchant marine biii passed by lhe

house faces hard sledding in the
senate,

Numerirally, Senator LaFollette's
group of Republican insurgents
and the Democratic minority would
not be strong enough to defeat the
measure, The question is whether
the opponents of the bill will per-
mit a vote. Fillbustering tactics
are always effectively employed in
the short session of congreas last-
fng from December to March than
in the longer sessions of uallmited
length. There are so maay impor-
tant appropriation bills to be con-
gldered and passed that the Insur-
gents might compel Pregident
Harding to call a special session in
March of the congress just elected
this month. That congress con-
tains so many Democrats and anti-
Harding Republicans as to Imperil
the chances of a merchent marine
bill al® rmether,

If tha president fs to have his
way about ship subsidy, he must
maneuver so0 as to brinz the bill
to a volte at the short session to be
begun next week.

The senate cammot be hurried
into action as was the house. A

Washingion News Bureau.
Hoek Iataud Argus,
BY R G. SUCHER.

Washington, D. C., Nov. 30.—Fol-
lowing close on the heels of the
difficuities which  confront Con-
gressman Willlam J. Graham in the
choice of a postmaster at Rock Is-
land, the impending announcement
by the civil service commission here
of three eligibles for appointmgnt
to the postmastership at Aledo, |he
congressman’s home town, promises
a new quandmry for his solution.

Party issues will do little to con-
found the Aledo problem, however,
85 but one of the men who wWwok
the examination some time ago is a
Democrat. He is C. E. Duvall, the
present postmaster, and has the
recommendation of a number of
Aledo business men for reappoint-
ment. Graham, for political rea-
sons, has already stated that he
will not name Duvall aguin, how-
ever.

Six other candidates for the
Aledo post now baing considered
by the civil service commission are
C. E. Abercrombie, the present as-
sistant postmaster; J. C. Berg, the
chief clerk; Harry R. Morgan, a
real estate dealer, and Isaac John-
stone, a bank clerk.

Graham Has Choice of
Seven Candidates for
Aledo Positmastership

Both Morgan and Berg are prom-
inent candidates. The former has
friends among Aledo business men
who are. petitioning Congressman
Graham in his behalf, while Berg
is an ex-service man with a splen-
did war record, and has the sup-
port of former soldiers of Aledo.

Postmaster Duvall will undoubt-
edly be one of the three eligibles
Innned by the civil service commis-
sion, as this is a mark of confidence
seldom denied an incumbent by ex-
amining offfcials. Should the other
two selections be Berg and Mor-
gan. Graham would admittedly
have difficulty in choosing the
pominee for the place. :

He has intimated that these two
have received major consideration
from him thus far in his delibera-
tions over the choice. He has con-
gidered neither with any degree of
certainty, however, awaiting the
positive w of, the examiners and
the- commission bhefore comparing
any of the applicants point by point.

The congressman Indicated his
resentment today of efforts being
made by Davenport newspapers and
self-styled “impartial supporters”
of various candidates for both the
Rock Island and Aledo postmaster-
shipa to influence his decision,

CHEERS GREET -
CLEMENCEAU AT
CHICAGO OPERA

‘Old Glory’ and Tri-
Color Honor
Guest.

Chicago, Nov. 30.—Qeorges Cle-
mencean, France's war-time pre-
mier, prepared to take the road
again today on his self-imposed
mission of winning American sup-
port for France, after a night at
the opera, where he received an
ovation from egoers.
xt stop on his itinerary
was Springfield, Iil, where he was
scheduled to lay a wreath on Lin-
coln’s tamb and deliver a brief eu-
logy this afterncon. He Is due in
Bt., Louis for his ncext big speet
tomorrow,

The Tiger aross emily to board
private ear which was attached
a 10 o'clock trein. He did not
82 as early as his customary 4
o’clock, however. Last night he
dissipated, staying up until after 11
Making ' his
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JURY FAILS TO

CITY OWES ITS
SALVATIONTO
UNIQUE MAYOR

Executive and Staff
Do Without Sal-
aries.

BY THOMAS LAWLESS.

Consolidated Press Correspondent.
(Copyright, 1922, by The Argus.)
Jacksonville, 111, Nov. 30.—This
city of 6500 population today en-
Joys the unique distinction of being
probably the only metropolis in

ernment is within the reach of all.
Elected on a platform of “no pay
and no politics,” Mayor E. W. Crab-
tres has established a record which
is attracting observers from every-

today told how
aided him.
Elimination of what Crabtree has
called “political nostrums, (sms and
wire-pulling,” and substituting
theretor & wholehearted coopera-
tion of the entire citizenry, has
pulled Jacksonville out of the
depths of debt and discouragement,
,Three years ago the cily was
well nigh nkrupt, city employes
were belng Paid in script, the wa-
ter and sewage systems were in-
adegunate and the cost sky-high. It
was at this juncture that Crabtree
entered the race for mavor, mak-
ing it kmown al the time that he
would accept no pay nor would he,
if ‘elected, allow anyone else to be
paid for work who did not need the
money, Political power and pull
were to be eliminated entirely.
Opposition developed early after
he was elected from the Ilabor
unfons, but when the entire plan
was described to them the chiefs

cooperation bas

the administration.;, Six of the eight

refusing pay. Then he secured a
city attorney to act for one dollar
& year. :

Stages Cleanap.

The first move was a cleanup
and the mayor was able to have
the local painters’ union paint the
public buildings while local women
secured the paint for nothing.
Sixty citizens on the invitation of
the mayor got together and pur-
chased a tract of land and sunk
wells so0 that the city had a water
supply at iis doors instead of hav-
ing to pump it for 20 miles.

An aunditor investigated the books
and placed the debt of the city at
$131.000. A bond issue took care
of this.

Today the clty Is prosperous and
contented. Explaining the change
the mayor said:

“We decided to take the people
into our confidence in evervthing
and ruled out all star chamber ges-
sions of city boards, There never
has been a negalive vote cast on
an improvemenl matter In the
board of aldermen. We organized
a volunteer traflic corps of 75 men.
They curbed speeding and other
mutomobile evils. These men still
are on call to aid the regular pu-
lice force.

lated a city beautiful drive which
Btill is kept up. We claim one of

CONVICT BURCH

Disagreed on Alleged
nedy.+

C. Bureh, who was sald to agree
with his chief counsel, Paul!

acquittal.”

Burch laughed alowd when
Judge Shenck polied the jurorsand
each declared “there was absolute-’

no chance” for an agreement. |

This came after more than 30

rs had passed since the case|
had been givem to the jury and six!
ballots had been taken. The. first.
was the same as the last—seven to
five for acquitial—the jurors said. |
} Judge Shenck thanked the jurors |
'lld told them he was certain they

;

IN THIRD TRIAL

|he brings it directly to the proper

| investigated and
| needed

Sl_aycr of Ken- |

Schenck, that the disagreement last |
night of the jury in Burch's third:I
trisl for the murder of J. Belton Greece, is virtually a prisoner in
Keanedy was “the equivalent of un| pe palace at Athens, according to

had voted mccording to their con-:| the state Dec. 12 for approval
pe=) : | or rejection, and they may be
“] would not want a verdict un-;| Secured by calling at The
less it had been conscientiously'| Argus office.
reached.” wald the court. | Every voter is urged to
The defemdant’s parents, Rsr[ study the new law so as to be
and Mrs. A, W. Burch of Evanston, able "to vote intelligently
Ill., wers in tha courtroom upon it The Argus publish-
the fury reported Iis hmbility to|| ing a series of articles and
fagree and was discharged. parts of the new comstitution
'ﬂ.thlﬂtﬂslo!mm by Chief Justice Floyd E.
Iynae Obenchain, folatly in ' Thompson of the Ilincis wu-
with Burch for the murder of Ken- preme court, dealing with the
nedy, har former swestheart, is set chief changes proposed in.the
to m naxt Moaday. . = naw document. ;
are, however, it will} Call.at The Argus gffice and
be postponed, ‘as her attorneys ave!| got acopy. - ’h
# ‘Catg-0n trial in the) 4

the cleanest cities in the United
States.

“Whenever a citizen has a kick
authorities in open session. It is
if a remedy is
it is appled. I find it a
ple at all times that they are stock-
helders in the municipality and on
that account should be interested
in its wellare. We have accom-

Los Angeles, Nov. 30.—It was a| plished all we have through coop-
bappy Thanksgiving day for Arthur | eration.

All other cities can do
the same thing.”

KING INMPRISONED.

Belgrade dispatches.

Copies of the
Constitution
The Argus has secured
coples of Illinois’ proposed

new conglitution which will
be submiited to the voters of

the country where the cost of guv»l

where to see how it all is done, and |

threw their influénce directly with |
city aldermen joided with him inj

“Thé women organized and inihi

good plan to keep before the peo-|

Paris, Nov. 30.—King George, of |
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CELL DOOS SWINGOPEN
FOR WEALTHY SOCIALIST:
ANDFIFTEEN ASSOCTES |

Owens of Tri-Cities
Released.

Chicage, Nov. 30.—Fretdom

and Thanksgiving arrived al-
most s'multaneomsly for Wil.
liam Bross Lioyd, wealthy rads
ical, and 15 associates, Inclnd-
Ing Perry Shipman of Reek
Island, at liberty. teday afier
serving eight days of thelr sea~
tenoce for violation of the Illinals
anti.syndicalism act,

Govermor Small commuted
their sentemcks lale yesterday.
Shortly before 11 o’clock last
night, Lioyd and six others, sen-
tenced to Joliet penitentiary
for from one te five years,
walked from the prison, free
men. Three hours later the
nine men confined In the Cook
county fall, nll sentemoed to
SETYe ONe year, were
Besides Lloyd those released af

| Jollet were Jack Carney, Arthur
Proctor, Edgar Owens, Ludwig
Lore. L. K. England, and Niela
Kjar. Those freed from the county
{ Jail were Samuel F. Hankin, James
' A. Meissinger, Karl F. Sondberg,
| Charles Krumbein, Samuel Ash, N.
| J. Christianson, James Vogel, Mor-
ris A. Stolar and Perry Shipman
Shipman lives in Rock Island,
Mrs. Lloyd was walting at the
prison gate in the family limousine
accompanied by Robert Howe,
Lloyd's secretary.
“Well, Bill, how'd you like 1t7"
“Great,” replied Lloyd. “IUs a
good rest—would be for a tired bus-
iness man™
“Oh Honey,"” inlerjected Mra
Lloyd, “did they cut-yoru hair?"

|88 he removed his hat.
Lloyd, in giving his impression
|of prison life, said he belleved
prisoners who couldn't maintain
triendly relatious with their guards
|wer<- persons who were always In
| trouble.

“1 remember at college,” he said,
“there were some men who couldn't
get along with certain teachers

jand 1 found those teachers fine.

WelMts the same down there.”

Governor's Stand.

In announcing executive clemen-
cy for the convicted men, Governor
Small said he was in accord writh
the dissenting opinion written by
Justice Orrin N. Carter, who ques-
tioned the constitutionality of the
law,

Two men, who hate not begun
gserving their sentences were not
included in the clemency order.
They are L. K. Katterneld, who
cabled from Russia that he would
surrender, andd Dr. 0. J. Brown,
serious illuess preventing him from
surrendering with the 16 others,

\ Lloyd, with 39 «thers forming
what was known as the “left” wing
| of the Socialist party, were indicted
Il’“ Mareh, 1920, and 20 of the men

| were arrested and convicted In
August, 1920,
From the lower court the case

was carried to the Ilinois supreme
court where the jury's verdict and
sentence were cffirmed. An appeal
to the higher court resulted in that
| body's refusal to review the case
and the imprisonment of the 16,

| Dr. Brown, who was a patient In
a local hospital where he had sub-
| mitted te nn cperation, died yes
| terday before it Wwas announced
i that suspension of his sentence
| had been set aside.

i Moline Men Frede.

1. K. England and Edgar Owens
of Moline were among the six sen-
tenced to the \ penitentiary with
Liovd. Ten of them, including Perty
Shipmun, Rock Island, were In the
| Cook county jeil for a one year
| term.

William A. Cunnea, Chicagd at-
torney, filled the petition for &
commutation of sentencs with Gov-
ernor Small lute ryesterday after-
noon. The governor and Willlam
Colvin, superintendent of pardons,
heard the zpplication at the state
house and at night the governor
gave out a stalement quoling at
length from the dissenting opinlon
ot Justice Carter of Chicags to that
{of Chief Justice Floyd E. Thomp-
son, Rock Islond, when the su-
ip‘rem& court on adjourning for the
{ June term affirmed the sentence of
the criminal court of Coek county.

Justice Carter’s opinion was to
| the effect that while legislation of
| this character. referricg to the law
iunder whi¢h Lloyd and his co-
| defendants were convicted, might be
¢ entirely proper as a war measure
it might be very short sighted to
enforce that legislation in time of
peace.

} Alter mul.lnx from the Carfer
‘ oginion, Governor Small said: “Neo

=

termine bow long any human
shall be {ncarcerated. These men
are not criminals. Since thelr .fn-
dictment and conviction in ‘March,
1921, they have suffered severely.
1 declined

“Not one winp,” answered Lloyd

N

agency can accurately de-
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